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FISHERIES (AMENDMENT) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED AND SUBSTITUTED) 

Appeal Reference Number: APS/2023 

DETERMINATION 

WHEREAS an appeal having been made to the Aquaculture Licences Appeals Board ("the Board") 

pursuant to Section 40 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1997 (as amended) ("the Act") by An Taisce 

("the Appellant"} against the decision of the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine ("the 

Minister") to GRANT an Aquaculture Licence to Johnny Neville & Jeannette Brugman to cultivate pacific 

oysters using bags and trestles on Site T03/09SA on the inter-tidal foreshore in Ballyteigue Bay, Co 

Wexford. 

AND WHEREAS the Board in considering the appeal took account of the appeal, the file provided to it by 

the Minister, the report "Ballyteigue Bay: Appropriate Assessment of Aquaculture" by Atkins Ecology on 

behalf of the Marine Institute, dated February 2020 ("the SPA AA Report"), the Report "Report supporting 

Appropriate Assessment of Aquaculture in Ballyteigue Burrow SAC" by Aquafact International Services Ltd 

on behalf of the Marine Institute, dated April 2021 ("the SAC AA Report"), the Appropriate Assessment 

Conclusion Statement by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine titled "Appropriate 

Assessment Conclusion Statement by Licensing Authority for aquaculture activities in the Ballyteigue 

Burrow Special Area of Conservation (SAC} (Natura 2000 Site Code 000696) and the Ballyteigue Burrow 

Special Protection Area {SPA) (Natura 2000 Site Code 004020)", dated November 2022 {"the AA 

Conclusion Statement"), the "Technical Advisor's Report- Shellfish Appeals" by KRC Ecological on behalf 

of ALAB dated 26 September 2023 ("the ALAB TA Report"), the compilation report of the Board's external 

scientific consultant, Aster Ltd, dated 19 June 2024 ("the Aster Report"), and the "AA Conclusion 

Statement" of the Board's external scientific consultant, Aster Ltd, dated 19 June 2024 ("ALAB 

AA Conclusion Statement"), and matters set out at Section 61 of the Act (as amended and 

substituted}, including the following:-

{a) the suitability of the place or waters at or in which the aquaculture is or is proposed to be carried 

on for the activity in question, 

(b} other beneficial uses, existing or potential, of the place or waters concerned, 

(c} the statutory status, if any, (including the provisions of any development plan, within the 

meaning of the Local Government (Planning and Development) Act, 1963 as amended) of the 

place or waters, 

(d} the likely effects of the proposed aquaculture, revocation or amendment on the economy of the 

area in which the aquaculture is or is proposed to be carried on, 










